Unapproved Minutes
TOWN OF BLUE MOUNDS

Town Board

October 11, 2010
Dennis Jelle opened the meeting at 7:30  p.m.  Present were Chairman, Dennis Jelle, Clerk Helen Kahl, Treasurer, Nancy Goplin, and Supervisors Al Antonson and John Brixy.  
.  

Helen read the minutes of the September 13, meeting.   Nancy’s name was not on the list, but she was present, correction made.  John moved to approve, Al seconded, motion passed 3-0.
Candidate appearances.  Sheriff Dave Mahoney appeared and thanked the board for signing on to the Towns Association proposal NOT to reduce patrols in the country.  He says that statutorily the Sheriff is the only one who can determine how the staff is dedicated.  He is controlled by a budget, however.  Long term storage of evidence facility, jail repairs, are key budget items.  He recommended that the county approve a uniform weight limit law, county-wide, to simplify enforcement.
Public Hearing:  Kristi Schulenberg appeared to rezone 5.33 Acres from A-1 EX to A-2.  There is no building site on the lot.  They will acquire 4 sheds and the land.  They will need a driveway and electrical easement.  Dennis recommended a shared driveway agreement with Randy Docken to his buildings.  Land use committee voted unanimously to approve.  Al moved to approve, John seconded, motion passed 3-0.  Petition #10251, $300 rezone fee paid.
Public Hearing:  Dan Atkins, no appearance.

Building Inspector Contract.  Todd Parkos appeared to speak for his services.  He does some neighboring municipalities.  He works full time for City of Verona, but will meet with people evenings and weekends, and can take personal time from work if necessary for local inspection needs.  He charges .24/sq ft.  He would receive 85% of the fee and the township would get 15%.  He has flat fees for decks, sheds.  Commercial buildings are .24/sq ft.  He does not have commercial electric and plumbing, but has several people who do the work for him when needed.  He indicated he would be held liable if something electrical or plumbing went wrong with a project.  Helen pointed out that his contract indicates he would fall under the Town’s errors and omissions insurance policy.  No decision was made as Helen has only published this week the fact that we are seeking bids for inspection services.  John Brixy will look over our current contract with Independent Inspections and compare with Todd’s proposal.
Budget amendments and proposal were postponed.  A budget workshop will be held tomorrow, Oct 12, after the Board of Review.

County Radio System proposal.  A resolution from the County Executive about paying the maintenance fee on the now $18 million system.  Madison is paying for their own system.  The total maintenance fee is $825,000 annually.  It should not exceed that for the life expectancy of the system, but it is not clear what that life expectancy is.  Some savings resulted because of re-bidding.  The Dane County Towns Association has some problems with it, but feels it might be as good a proposal as we might get.  The county will not put the maintenance fee on their budget. The new proposal is now $1967/year for our township vs. the $2200/year for the previous proposal.  Several board members indicated that for a bit over $200 more, maybe we’d have been better off with the other.  The numbers presented are confusing and it’s difficult to be sure what our actual responsibility for maintenance will be.  Individual fire departments have to maintain their own equipment, besides the maintenance fee for the main system.  With the resignation of the current county executive, it was questioned if a new executive might want to revisit it.  It was suggested this perhaps should get more public exposure and “sour grapes” politics has been employed throughout this process.  Dennis called for a motion.  The issue died for lack of a motion.
Regarding Towns Association amendments, etc. Al moved to approve Resolution 2010-3, urging Dane County Board to retain positions in the Dane County Sheriff’s Department.  John seconded, motion passed 3-0.

Regarding weight limits, Al felt a county-wide proposal would be good, but there would be enforcement issues.  There would be the cost of signs and the issue of lack of staffing to enforce the policy.  Photographing and using the already in place statutes to impose fines when damage is done may be a better option.  John questioned whether such a county-wide ordinance would prohibit industry from coming in to a township that wanted it, due to heavy equipment issues.   The issue of road damage has come to a forefront because of larger agriculture, especially as concerns waste disposal.  Al feels we need to publicize the fact that when we see damage, we are going to make claims against the people who are responsible.
Bldgs/Grounds nothing.

Comprehensive Plan, Dennis and Tom will meet tomorrow after the Budget work meeting to go over maps.
Land Use Committee report.  Al announced that next month’s land use committee meeting is Nov. 9, therefore, asked if the regular Board meeting could be the 3rd Monday, November 15.  Helen indicated this would be better because of publishing requirements of the proposed budget as well.  
Road maintenance report.   Next month we should have new truck on agenda for the budget hearing if we want to order it in December to beat the price increase.  He wants to put a “locker” in the rear end of the 4-wheel drive Pacestar truck and has the money in the budget in repairs.  The Town of Vermont is selling their grader.  Dan proposed we could work out a deal where we buy it for gravel and let them use it as a joint piece of equipment.  Right now we rent Travis Gudgeon’s.

Dennis reported that the fire district budget passed at 1.53%.  

$16741.82 is the amount of the bills.  Al moved to approve, John  seconded, motion passed 3-0.

John moved to adjourn, Al seconded, motion passed 3-0. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Helen Kahl, Clerk

